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Vernon: Italy from 1494 to ijgo 125 

there is hardly any touch of vigor and picturesqueness in the writing. 
What we have is a plain attempt to unravel the tangled thread of 
negotiation and intrigue that affected St. Andrews. And, in doing so, 
the authors go far in explaining why Scotland broke away so violently 
from her old ways. The rulers of the Church were wholly out of touch 
with the people. Not one of these five archbishops was a bad man, 
but the life of each is centered in the doings of an upper circle in 
church and state, which, like the polished Roman society in the days 
just before the fall of the Western Empire, was wholly occupied with 
its own interests and took little heed of the currents of thought and 
action in the surrounding world. St. Andrews had an income of some 
£8000 a year and he who sought its bishop's seat desired conspicuously 
a good thing. So we have James IV. getting the office for his own 
brother, a lad of nineteen, and a little later going one better by securing 
it for his own bastard son of eleven. He was only twenty when killed 
at Flodden, and Erasmus, who knew him in Italy, wrote a glowing 
panegyric on his love of learning. But what place could such a boy 
have in solving the vital problems of the Scottish church of which he 
was the head? There is no scandal like it in the story of the arch- 
bishops of Canterbury, and the slackness in Scotland goes far to ex- 
plain the terrific climax of Knox's days. Such a tale could have been 
filled with dramatic interest. But there are no dramatic pages in these 
volumes, which will be read by few but those compelled to seek in- 
formation on their special topic. Yet they are a record which the 
future historian of religion in Scotland will find useful. 

Italy from ifP4 to 1790. By Mrs. H. M. Vernon (K. Dorothea 
Ewart). (Cambridge: University Press. 1909. Pp. viii, 
5i6.) 

Mrs. Vernon has produced a useful book. She saw clearly what 
she wished to do, and she has done it clearly. Judging rightly that the 
period from 1494 to 1559 has been frequently told with sufficient detail, 
she contents herself with describing the main lines of development 
during those years, and then expatiates on the succeeding two centuries 
and a half. Even so, it required unusual skill in selection and con- 
densation to bring the story within the space of 370 pages. The 
difficulty arises, of course, from the fact that the collapse of the Italian 
States after the Renaissance seems on the surface to present only a 
spectacle of various stages of dissolution. If we regard Venice as a 
separate nation, Italy, except for her papal contacts, had dropped out 
of the current of European progress. The petty changes in Modena 
or Siena or even Florence seemed hardly worth recording. But among 
them, along with the obvious dissolution, the forces of life were quietly 
working; and such movements as the Counter-Reformation, and the 
ascendancy in turn of Spain, France, and Austria, had much more than 
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a limited significance. The struggle of Venice in the seventeenth 
century, first with the Spanish-papal league and then with the Turks, 
supplies the stuff for an important study. 

All these topics Mrs. Vernon treats with ample knowledge. Her 
method is to find some dominant theme for each chapter and around 
that theme to group the secondary events. This is necessary in order 
to bring some sort of intelligible scheme out of the apparent chaos. It 
is also legitimate, because, when we analyze closely, we shall perceive 
that the interference of Richelieu, for instance, or of Mazarin, prac- 
tically determined the contemporary policy of the Italian States. After 
narrating the political history in this fashion, Mrs. Vernon gives a 
survey of the social, religious, artistic, and intellectual conditions of 
each period. These summaries, which have the value of brief but 
comprehensive monographs, enable us to see the general state of mind 
out of which the political development issued. 

Taking into account the great number of events and persons that 
she deals with, and the brevity imposed upon her, the accuracy of her 
statements and her fairness in judging character are surprising. She 
might, at times, have been more dramatic without sacrificing either 
of these qualities, but in most cases, even where she falls short in 
emphasis, she does not mislead the reader. The most noteworthy lack 
occurs with Sarpi, whom she dismisses in a little more than a page. 
But Sarpi is one of the world's great men, and his defense of Venice 
against papal encroachment is probably the fact of farthest-reaching 
significance with which Mrs. Vernon has to deal. To devote more 
attention to Cosimo I., Grand Duke of Tuscany, than to Fra Paolo be- 
trays a defective sense of proportion. We mention this point because 
it is exceptional. In the main, we repeat, the book excels in per- 
spective. It abounds in thumb-nail portraits, many of which are 
striking likenesses. As a specimen, take this divination of Pope Pius 
VI. : " He was vain and timid, constantly fluctuating between extremes 
of obstinacy and extremes of concession, as he was led by alternate 
fits of vanity and timidity. Diplomats soon gauged his character and 
played upon his vanity. Conscious of his saintly countenance, his 
stately figure and beautiful manners, he thoroughly enjoyed a great 
ceremony in which they might all be displayed. He could be made 
to believe that he had gained a substantial advantage if he were pro- 
vided with a crowd which shouted his praises and knelt for his 
benediction." 

Mrs. Vernon has filled a gap in historical manuals for English 
readers. In a second edition a chronological table, with lists of rulers, 
ought to be added. It is unfortunate that the continuation of Italy's 
history in this series should already have been entrusted to the late 
W. J. Stillman, whose mind was a bundle of prejudices, and whose 
historical sense was nil. 

William Roscoe Thayer. 



